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For teachers

students teaching students: “WELL"” (Wechselseitiges Lehren und Lernen)
This concept describes “students teaching students.” It can be visualized in three phases:

1. acquisition of expert status

Te(TT

2. mediation of expert knowledge
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3. repitition and consolidation
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the teaching of students by students has proved successful in improving motivation and
learning success

students’ competence in the acquisition of knowledge and professional, social, and personal
competences increase

students get aware of their increase of learning success (meta-cognitive competence)

ability to interact in teams increases as well as the social climate in class
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Collaborative learning settings should be embedded in a “sandwich” structure. Collaborative
phases should be introduced as well as evaluated by the students at the end. In the introduction
the topic should be put into a wider context, using for instance an Advance organizer. The
following visualization of the sandwich-method unfortunately is only a German one. Similarly the
example of an Advance Organizer.



The sandwich method:

introduction

securing knowledge and evaluation

collaborative group work

Advance Organizer:

B

g Kommunikationstheorien

‘ Or. Stephanie Merkenlch m =
= m Deutsch/Bommunikation

Das Organon-Modell von Karl Bihler 1924 Sh'innnn & Weaver 1947
T ] Dus Sender-Emplangsr-hModel
TOIRENTE !
pmidmd 5 5 7 Appel g
Frmplem | ¢ e Lo 4 ey
Z eaval = L-Ly
, Lordendt e M Pl Y [y Bad ' vy o il vl s
o oo # oo
I informattrmd e [ e} I_ !
= N o A B * e,
W R RTAT T radwisn F asdbach I mplanger
Ao brsbnguegan [Crop s o]

Frigdeimann Schildz von Thun 1977

Das Kommumikations quadrst
aigr Schndbel _ At Chhren i Pal‘” I"J.‘I.TL‘IZ!EI.'.”'?k 19&\::
-, = Kan karn ndchl dchl kcmmamiEianen
_ e ? I- - . ‘-‘\ Wahifiabhming g von dal Erwarhing ali
J = ’ :‘; Ciie Vilikdichkadt i win Eonsdicid des Gehirms
.\. "

Be aware of the problems that might occur, if you do not prepare the method properly.
Students have to be aware of the exact time span they get for collaborative working, and that
time when the whole class comes back together again.

They have to know exactly, which material to use.

Students have to know with which method they have to work and also why. Give them an
explanation. Use for instance the group puzzle method for building expert knowledge which
has to be shared with others. Or you build teams, where students have to rebuild the structure
of a text with preprepared structure cards.

At the end you should secure the new knowledge by letting students present their learning
results on the blackboard, or in a power point file, or as a word text, or as a mind map, or as
an audio file, or as an entry in a blog etc.

You can also evaluate this new knowledge by letting pupils answer questions via giving them
“traffic light” cards (three colours: red, yellow, green). As an answer to your suggestions, they
have to show the cards — a funny version to fortify knowledge. Or you prepare a multiple
choice quiz with hotpotatoes. Or you give them transfer tasks as homework.

The website for the freeware hotpotatoes: hitp://hotpot.uvic.ca/
Further information on WELL (in German):
http://www.schule-bw.de/schularten/grundschule/eltern/8well/index_html



